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Grosch, Hermann. Die angefochtenen Grundwakrheiten des Apostolikums. 

Leipzig: Scholl, 1914. 118 pages. M. 3. 

This pamphlet is very, very orthodox and, indeed, is meant to be so orthodox 
that many of the orthodox will probably call it heretical. For the writer in defending 
the deity of Christ reaches the conclusion that the incarnation involved the assumption 
of the Logos of an "impersonal" human body without a human soul ("Apollinarian- 
ism"). The tone of sturdy faith that pervades its pages is worthy of all admiration, 
but it is to be feared that its arguments will have little effect on the adversaries. 

B. S. E. 

Hunting, Harold B. The Story of Our Bible. New York: Scribner, 1915. 

xii+20,0 pages. $1 . 50, illustrated. 

Numerous attempts have been made in recent years to explain the origin of the 
literature contained in the Bible in terms which might be comprehensible to the popular 
mind. None of these attempts has achieved a more noteworthy success than that of 
Mr. Hunting. We have here a vivid, concrete, fascinating story of how the Bible grew 
to be what it is. Beginning with the letters of Paul, the narrative traces the genesis 
of the New Testament books in the order of their production as that is viewed by 
modern scholarship. The New Testament presupposes an older literature whose 
teachings are reflected throughout its pages. The origin and development of the Old 
Testament books are traced from the bards and ballad-singers of the earliest days to the 
writings of the Greek-speaking Jews. Several chapters are added describing the trans- 
lation of the Bible into modern languages and its influence on western ideas. The 
book is fully and beautifully illustrated. It will interest both children and grown 
people. 

Rall, H. F. New Testament History. New York: Abingdon Press, 1915. 

314 pages. $1.50. 

This is a popular study of the beginnings of Christianity, designed primarily for 
use as a college textbook, but so untechnical and readable that it may well serve the 
needs of any "average reader" who wishes to trace the story of Christianity in its 
first days. The object of the book is, not to describe an institution or a body of 
doctrine, but to guide the student to that "great current of life which was at once the 
greatest revelation of the divine Spirit and the greatest movement of the human spirit 
that mankind has known." Using the genetic method with great skill, the author 
develops his material in five chief parts: "The World of the Early Church," "Jesus," 
"The Jerusalem Church," "Paul and the Church of the Empire," "The Later Church." 
It is an excellent book, equally well adapted as a textbook for classes or as a reading- 
course for individuals. O. C. H. 

CHURCH HISTORY 

Smith, Preserved (Ed. and transl.). Luther's Correspondence and Other 
Contemporary Letters. Vol. I, 1507-21. Philadelphia: The Lutheran 
Publication Society, 1913. 583 pages. $3 . 50. 

This volume contains translations of almost five hundred letters written by or 
concerning Luther before 15 21. The scope of authorship is comprehensive, represent- 
ing about four hundred authors, ranging all the way from Pope and Emperor through 
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Erasmus, Hutten, and Spalatin, down to otherwise unknown monks. The Luther 
letters are not quite exhaustive for the period. A few relatively insignificant ones 
have been omitted; also the thirty-eight embodied in the author's earlier work, Life and 
Letters of Martin Luther (191 1). 

To his services as a sympathetic and luminous translator, Dr. Smith has added 
those of a painstaking editor. Exhaustive notes throw important light upon hundreds 
of the characters and events of the period. In respect to the chronology of the letters, 
some slight changes have been made, yet not such as modify our accepted view of 
Luther's development. All in all, this work will be greatly appreciated by teachers 
who direct their students to the sources. It is an important contribution toward the 
possession of complete source material of the Lutheran movement. 

P. G. M. 

Buchwald, George. Martin Luther. Leipzig: Teubner, 1914. x+516 
pages. M. 8. 

In a series of forty-nine readings designed for parents who wish to tell the story 
of Luther to their children, the author has condensed the career of the Reformer. 
A description of how Luther was led to, grappled with, and carried through his 
life-task is followed by a picture of his home life. One chapter is devoted to Luther's 
part in the development of the evangelical church. The closing chapter describes 
the last year of the Reformer's life. The presentation as a whole is clear, animated, 
reasonably complete, and well proportioned. Like many other books that have 
been written for children, it makes profitable reading — even for adults. It is obvious, 
however, that the critical historian will find nothing of interest to him. Nothing 
is added to our present knowledge of Luther. The author is an extreme admirer of 
Luther, and would not tolerate for a moment the qualified admiration accorded to 
his hero by such historians as Lindsay or Vedder. 

P. G. M. 

Bohmer, Heinrich. Litthers Romfahrt. Leipzig: A. Deichert'sche Verlags- 
buchhandlung, Werner Scholl, 1914. iv+183 pages. M. 4.80. 

In this brief monograph a painstaking investigator has endeavored to bring 
together every scrap of data bearing upon the Reformer's visit to Rome. He estab- 
lishes by overwhelming evidence that the date was 131°, and by almost as convincing 
testimony that the purpose was to present the grievances of Augustinian monasteries 
in revolt against Staupitz. Foiled in this mission at Rome by Egidio Canistro, the 
writer shows that Luther was won over to the "Conciliation Party" and hence became 
unpopular among bis Augustinian confreres at Erfurt. This embarrassing unpopu- 
larity is offered as an explanation of his transfer from Erfurt to Wittenberg. 

Respecting the impressions that Rome made upon Luther, Professor Bohmer 
notes that it was only after he had heard and read of the experiences of others that 
he gradually awakened to the distressing contrast between the Rome of his day that 
he had looked upon and the Rome of the past that he had been idealizing. Not the 
least valuable service of the author is that he gives the presentation of how Rome 
appeared to famous travelers of Luther's day. One defect somewhat mars this 
volume — the disproportionate emphasis assigned to minor points, such as the career of 
Egidio Canistro. 

P. G. M. 



